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That the t/andi bentar represented the two halves of a unit was
obvious; in most of them each side was elaborately carved, often
with the design also cut in two, as in a temple near Mengwi
where half of a monstrous face adorned each side of the gate.
Furthermore, the two inner sides were invariably left smooth,
clean surfaces that shone by contrast with the elaborately carved
rest of the temple. This we decided was an inviolable law until
we found one t/andf bentar in Pura Bangkung, in Sukasada,
North Bali, with its inner sides carved. This exception, how-
ever, is not important, given the anarchy that prevails in North
Balinese temples, and since there is no rule in Bali without its
exception.

In the right-hand corner of the first courtyard, or outside the
gate, is the high tower (B) where hang the village drums
(kulkul). Inside the outer court are a number of simple sheds:
a kitchen (paon) where the food for feasts is cooked (C), the
bale gong, a shed for the orchestra (D), and another bale (E)
used as rest-house by the people and for the making of offer-
ings. The outer courtyard is generally devoid of ornamenta-
tion except for a number of decorative frangipani trees.

Another monumental gate, the padii xaha (F), leads into the
second court, the temple proper. This gate is a massive struc-
ture identical in shape and design with the reunited halves of
the t/andf bentar, but raised high above the ground on stone
platforms, with a narrow entrance provided with wooden doors
and reached by a flight of stone steps. On each side of the stairs
is a statue of a fierce giant, two raJcsasas to guard the entrance.
Directly behind the door is a stone wall (alfng aling) covered
with reliefs of demons. These are meant to keep evil influences
from entering the temple.

All sorts of theories have been advanced as to the significance
of these two gates, the most characteristic structures in the
temples. It has been said that the t/andf bentar represents the
two halves of the mountain Mahameru, which was split by
Pasupati (Siva) in order to place each half in Bali, one as the